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A CURSE 
FOR 

A CURSE – 
SLEEPLESS 

IN SUSA 

LARRY FELDMAN 

                                                      Genesis 12:3 
 And I will bless those who bless you, and the 
one who curses you I will curse. And in you all 
the families of the earth will be blessed."  

BECAUSE G-D IS 
SOVEREIGN, 

FAITHFUL 
AND IN  

CONTROL 
WE SHOULD TRUST 

AND SERVE HIM 

I.  PURIM – A STORY OF G-D’S FAITHFUL 
DELIVERANCE 

I.  PURIM – A STORY OF G-D’S FAITHFUL 
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A. The historical background 

I.  PURIM – A STORY OF G-D’S FAITHFUL 
DELIVERANCE 

A. The historical background 
B. The story of Purim, 

the book of Esther 



2 

Chapter one: Banquet, Problem, Solution 
1 Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus, 
the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to 
Ethiopia over 127 provinces,   2 in those days 
as King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne 
which was at the citadel in Susa,  3 in the third 
year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his 
princes and attendants, the army officers of 
Persia and Media, the nobles and the princes 
of his provinces being in his presence.  

CHAPTER ONE: BANQUET 

4 And he displayed the riches of his royal glory 
and the splendor of his great majesty for many 
days, 180 days.   5 When these days were 
completed, the king gave a banquet lasting 
seven days for all the people who were present 
at the citadel in Susa, from the greatest to the 
least, in the court of the garden of the king's 
palace.  

CHAPTER ONE: BANQUET 
9 Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the 
women in the palace which belonged to King 
Ahasuerus.  10 On the seventh day, when the 
heart of the king was merry with wine, he 
commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 
Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven 
eunuchs who served in the presence of King 
Ahasuerus,  

CHAPTER ONE: PROBLEM 

11 to bring Queen Vashti before the king with 
her royal crown in order to display her beauty to 
the people and the princes, for she was 
beautiful.   12 But Queen Vashti refused to come 
at the king's command delivered by the 
eunuchs. Then the king became very angry and 
his wrath burned within him.  

CHAPTER ONE: PROBLEM 
18 "This day the ladies of Persia and Media who 
have heard of the queen's conduct will speak in 
the same way to all the king's princes, and there 
will be plenty of contempt and anger.  19 "If it 
pleases the king, let a royal edict be issued by 
him and let it be written in the laws of Persia and 
Media so that it cannot be repealed, that Vashti 
may no longer come into the presence of King 
Ahasuerus, and let the king give her royal 
position to another who is more worthy than she.  

CHAPTER ONE: SOLUTION 
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Chapter two: Contest, Results, Conversation 
1 After these things when the anger of King 
Ahasuerus had subsided, he remembered 
Vashti and what she had done and what had 
been decreed against her.  

CHAPTER TWO: CONTEST  

2 Then the king's attendants, who served him, 
said, "Let beautiful young virgins be sought for 
the king.   3 "Let the king appoint overseers in 
all the provinces of his kingdom that they may 
gather every beautiful young virgin to the 
citadel of Susa, to the harem, into the custody 
of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge of 
the women; and let their cosmetics be given 
them.  

CHAPTER TWO: CONTEST  
4 "Then let the young lady who pleases the 
king be queen in place of Vashti." And the 
matter pleased the king, and he did accordingly  
5 Now there was at the citadel in Susa a Jew 
whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the 
son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite,  

CHAPTER TWO: CONTEST  

6 who had been taken into exile from Jerusalem 
with the captives who had been exiled with 
Jeconiah king of Judah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had 
exiled.   7 He was bringing up Hadassah, that is 
Esther, his uncle's daughter, for she had no 
father or mother. Now the young lady was 
beautiful of form and face, and when her father 
and her mother died, Mordecai took her as his 
own daughter.  

CHAPTER TWO: CONTEST  
15 Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of 
Abihail the uncle of Mordecai who had taken 
her as his daughter, came to go in to the king, 
she did not request anything except what 
Hegai, the king's eunuch who was in charge of 
the women, advised. And Esther found favor in 
the eyes of all who saw her.  
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17 The king loved Esther more than all the 
women, and she found favor and kindness with 
him more than all the virgins, so that he set the 
royal crown on her head and made her queen 
instead of Vashti.  

CHAPTER TWO: RESULTS 
18 Then the king gave a great banquet, 
Esther's banquet, for all his princes and his 
servants; he also made a holiday for the 
provinces and gave gifts according to the 
king's bounty.  20 Esther had not yet made 
known her kindred or her people, even as 
Mordecai had commanded her; for Esther did 
what Mordecai told her as she had done when 
under his care.  

CHAPTER TWO: RESULTS 

21 In those days, while Mordecai was sitting at 
the king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the 
king's officials from those who guarded the 
door, became angry and sought to lay hands on 
King Ahasuerus.   22 But the plot became known 
to Mordecai and he told Queen Esther, and 
Esther informed the king in Mordecai's name 

CHAPTER TWO: CONVERSATION 
23 Now when the plot was investigated and 
found to be so, they were both hanged on a 
gallows; and it was written in the Book of the 
Chronicles in the king's presence.  

CHAPTER TWO: CONVERSATION 

Chapter three: Promotion, Plan, Proclamation 
1 After these events King Ahasuerus promoted 
Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, 
and advanced him and established his authority 
over all the princes who were with him.  

CHAPTER THREE: PROMOTION, PLAN 
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2 All the king's servants who were at the king's 
gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman; 
for so the king had commanded concerning 
him. But Mordecai neither bowed down nor 
paid homage.   3 Then the king's servants who 
were at the king's gate said to Mordecai, "Why 
are you transgressing the king's command?” 

CHAPTER THREE: PROMOTION, PLAN 
4 Now it was when they had spoken daily to 
him and he would not listen to them, that they 
told Haman to see whether Mordecai's reason 
would stand; for he had told them that he was a 
Jew.  

CHAPTER THREE: PROMOTION, PLAN 

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai neither 
bowed down nor paid homage to him, Haman 
was filled with rage.   6 But he disdained to lay 
hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him 
who the people of Mordecai were; therefore 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the 
people of Mordecai, who were throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.  

CHAPTER THREE: PROMOTION, PLAN 
7 In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in 
the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, Pur, that is 
the lot, was cast before Haman from day to day 
and from month to month, until the twelfth 
month, that is the month Adar.  

CHAPTER THREE: PROMOTION, PLAN 

13 Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's 
provinces to destroy, to kill and to annihilate all 
the Jews, both young and old, women and 
children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to 
seize their possessions as plunder.   14 A copy 
of the edict to be issued as law in every 
province was published to all the peoples so 
that they should be ready for this day 

CHAPTER THREE: PROCLAMATION 
15 The couriers went out impelled by the king's 
command while the decree was issued at the 
citadel in Susa; and while the king and Haman 
sat down to drink, the city of Susa was in 
confusion.  

CHAPTER THREE: PROCLAMATION 
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Chapter four: Plea, Refusal, Challenge, 
Acceptance 

13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, 
"Do not imagine that you in the king's palace 
can escape any more than all the Jews.  
14 "For if you remain silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
another place and you and your father's house 
will perish. And who knows whether you have 
not attained royalty for such a time as this?"  

CHAPTER FOUR: PLEA, REFUSAL, 
CHALLENGE 

15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai,  
16 "Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in 
Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day. I and my maidens also 
will fast in the same way. And thus I will go in to 
the king, which is not according to the law; and 
if I perish, I perish."  

CHAPTER FOUR: ACCEPTANCE Chapter five: Favor, Banquet, Pride 

1 Now it came about on the third day that Esther 
put on her royal robes and stood in the inner 
court of the king's palace in front of the king's 
rooms, and the king was sitting on his royal 
throne in the throne room, opposite the 
entrance to the palace.  

CHAPTER FIVE: FAVOR 
2 When the king saw Esther the queen standing 
in the court, she obtained favor in his sight; and 
the king extended to Esther the golden scepter 
which was in his hand. So Esther came near 
and touched the top of the scepter.  

CHAPTER FIVE: FAVOR 
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3 Then the king said to her, "What is troubling 
you, Queen Esther? And what is your request? 
Even to half of the kingdom it shall be given to 
you.”    4 Esther said, "If it pleases the king, 
may the king and Haman come this day to the 
banquet that I have prepared for him."  

CHAPTER FIVE: FAVOR 
6 As they drank their wine at the banquet, the 
king said to Esther, "What is your petition, for it 
shall be granted to you. And what is your 
request? Even to half of the kingdom it shall be 
done.”   7 So Esther replied, "My petition and 
my request is: 

CHAPTER FIVE: BANQUET 

8 if I have found favor in the sight of the king, 
and if it pleases the king to grant my petition 
and do what I request, may the king and Haman 
come to the banquet which I will prepare for 
them, and tomorrow I will do as the king says."  

CHAPTER FIVE: BANQUET 
9 Then Haman went out that day glad and 
pleased of heart; but when Haman saw 
Mordecai in the king's gate and that he did not 
stand up or tremble before him, Haman was 
filled with anger against Mordecai.   10 Haman 
controlled himself, however, went to his house 
and sent for his friends and his wife Zeresh.  

CHAPTER FIVE: PRIDE 

11 Then Haman recounted to them the glory of 
his riches, and the number of his sons, and 
every instance where the king had magnified 
him and how he had promoted him above the 
princes and servants of the king.  

CHAPTER FIVE: PRIDE 
12 Haman also said, "Even Esther the queen let 
no one but me come with the king to the 
banquet which she had prepared; and 
tomorrow also I am invited by her with the king.  
13 "Yet all of this does not satisfy me every time 
I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's 
gate.” 

CHAPTER FIVE: PRIDE 
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14 Then Zeresh his wife and all his friends said 
to him, "Have a gallows fifty cubits high made 
and in the morning ask the king to have 
Mordecai hanged on it; then go joyfully with the 
king to the banquet." And the advice pleased 
Haman, so he had the gallows made.  

CHAPTER FIVE: PRIDE Chapter six: Sleepless, Reversal 

1 During that night the king could not sleep so 
he gave an order to bring the book of records, 
the chronicles, and they were read before the 
king.   2 It was found written what Mordecai had 
reported concerning Bigthana and Teresh, two 
of the king's eunuchs who were doorkeepers, 
that they had sought to lay hands on King 
Ahasuerus 

CHAPTER SIX: SLEEPLESS 
3 The king said, "What honor or dignity has 
been bestowed on Mordecai for this?" Then the 
king's servants who attended him said, 
"Nothing has been done for him."  

CHAPTER SIX: SLEEPLESS 

4 So the king said, "Who is in the court?" Now 
Haman had just entered the outer court of the 
king's palace in order to speak to the king about 
hanging Mordecai on the gallows which he had 
prepared for him.   5 The king's servants said to 
him, "Behold, Haman is standing in the court." 
And the king said, "Let him come in.” 

CHAPTER SIX: REVERSAL 
6 So Haman came in and the king said to him, 
"What is to be done for the man whom the king 
desires to honor?" And Haman said to himself, 
"Whom would the king desire to honor more 
than me?"  

CHAPTER SIX: REVERSAL 
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7 Then Haman said to the king, "For the man 
whom the king desires to honor,   8 let them 
bring a royal robe which the king has worn, and 
the horse on which the king has ridden, and on 
whose head a royal crown has been placed; 

CHAPTER SIX: REVERSAL 
9 and let the robe and the horse be handed over 
to one of the king's most noble princes and let 
them array the man whom the king desires to 
honor and lead him on horseback through the 
city square, and proclaim before him, 'Thus it 
shall be done to the man whom the king desires 
to honor.'"  

CHAPTER SIX: REVERSAL 

10 Then the king said to Haman, "Take quickly 
the robes and the horse as you have said, and 
do so for Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the 
king's gate; do not fall short in anything of all 
that you have said.“    11 So Haman took the 
robe and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and 
led him on horseback through the city square, 
and proclaimed before him, "Thus it shall be 
done to the man whom the king desires to 
honor.” 

CHAPTER SIX: REVERSAL 
12 Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate. 
But Haman hurried home, mourning, with his 
head covered.   

CHAPTER SIX: REVERSAL 

13 Haman recounted to Zeresh his wife and all 
his friends everything that had happened to 
him. Then his wise men and Zeresh his wife 
said to him, "If Mordecai, before whom you 
have begun to fall, is of Jewish origin, you will 
not overcome him, but will surely fall before 
him.”    14 While they were still talking with him, 
the king's eunuchs arrived and hastily brought 
Haman to the banquet which Esther had 
prepared.  

CHAPTER SIX: REVERSAL Chapter seven: Banquet, Destruction 
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2 And the king said to Esther on the second day 
also as they drank their wine at the banquet, 
"What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be 
granted you. And what is your request? Even to 
half of the kingdom it shall be done.”    3 Then 
Queen Esther replied, "If I have found favor in 
your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, let 
my life be given me as my petition, and my 
people as my request;  

CHAPTER SEVEN: BANQUET 
4 for we have been sold, I and my people, to be 
destroyed, to be killed and to be annihilated. 
Now if we had only been sold as slaves, men 
and women, I would have remained silent, for 
the trouble would not be commensurate with the 
annoyance to the king.”    5 Then King 
Ahasuerus asked Queen Esther, "Who is he, 
and where is he, who would presume to do 
thus?” 

CHAPTER SEVEN: BANQUET 

6 Esther said, "A foe and an enemy is this 
wicked Haman!" Then Haman became terrified 
before the king and queen.  

CHAPTER SEVEN: BANQUET 
9 Then Harbonah, one of the eunuchs who 
were before the king said, "Behold indeed, the 
gallows standing at Haman's house fifty cubits 
high, which Haman made for Mordecai who 
spoke good on behalf of the king!" And the king 
said, "Hang him on it.”   10 So they hanged 
Haman on the gallows which he had prepared 
for Mordecai, and the king's anger subsided.  

CHAPTER SEVEN: DESTRUCTION 

1 On that day King Ahasuerus gave the house 
of Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen 
Esther; and Mordecai came before the king, for 
Esther had disclosed what he was to her.  
2 The king took off his signet ring which he had 
taken away from Haman, and gave it to 
Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the 
house of Haman.  

CHAPTER EIGHT: HONOR 
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15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence 
of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with 
a large crown of gold and a garment of fine 
linen and purple; and the city of Susa shouted 
and rejoiced.   16 For the Jews there was light 
and gladness and joy and honor.  

CHAPTER EIGHT: PLAN - JOY 
17 In each and every province and in each and 
every city, wherever the king's commandment 
and his decree arrived, there was gladness and 
joy for the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And 
many among the peoples of the land became 
Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen on 
them.  

CHAPTER EIGHT: PLAN - JOY 

Chapter nine: Deliverance, Purim 
1 Now in the twelfth month (that is, the month 
Adar), on the thirteenth day when the king's 
command and edict were about to be executed, 
on the day when the enemies of the Jews 
hoped to gain the mastery over them, it was 
turned to the contrary so that the Jews 
themselves gained the mastery over those who 
hated them.  

CHAPTER NINE: DELIVERANCE 

2 The Jews assembled in their cities throughout 
all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands 
on those who sought their harm; and no one 
could stand before them, for the dread of them 
had fallen on all the peoples.  

CHAPTER NINE: DELIVERANCE 
5 Thus the Jews struck all their enemies with 
the sword, killing and destroying; and they did 
what they pleased to those who hated them.  

CHAPTER NINE: DELIVERANCE 
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20 Then Mordecai recorded these events, and 
he sent letters to all the Jews who were in all 
the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and 
far,   21 obliging them to celebrate the fourteenth 
day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of 
the same month, annually,  

CHAPTER NINE: PURIM 
22 because on those days the Jews rid 
themselves of their enemies, and it was a 
month which was turned for them from sorrow 
into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; 
that they should make them days of feasting 
and rejoicing and sending portions of food to 
one another and gifts to the poor.  

CHAPTER NINE: PURIM 

28 So these days were to be remembered and 
celebrated throughout every generation, every 
family, every province and every city; and these 
days of Purim were not to fail from among the 
Jews, or their memory fade from their 
descendants.  

CHAPTER NINE: PURIM Chapter ten: Exaltation 

3 For Mordecai the Jew was second only to 
King Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews and 
in favor with his many kinsmen, one who sought 
the good of his people and one who spoke for 
the welfare of his whole nation.  

CHAPTER TEN: EXALTATION II. LESSONS FROM PURIM 
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II. LESSONS FROM PURIM 
A. G-d is sovereign and 

in control 

II. LESSONS FROM PURIM 
A. G-d is sovereign and 

in control 
Psalm 135 
5 For I know that the L-RD is great and that our 
L-rd is above all gods.   6 Whatever the L-RD 
pleases, He does, in heaven and in earth, in the 
seas and in all deeps.   7  He causes the vapors 
to ascend from the ends of the earth Who 
makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth 
the wind from His treasuries.  

                                                          Job 37:13 
Whether for correction, or for His world, or for 
lovingkindness, He causes it to happen. 

II. LESSONS FROM PURIM 
B. G-d is faithful to 

His promises 

II. LESSONS FROM PURIM 
B. G-d is faithful to 

His promises 
1 Corinthians 10 
13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as 
is common to man; and God is faithful, who will 
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you 
are able, but with the temptation will provide the 
way of escape also, so that you will be able to 
endure it.  

II. LESSONS FROM PURIM 
C. We can trust G-d 

with our lives 
Romans 8 
28 And we know that God causes all things to 
work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His 
purpose.  
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II. LESSONS FROM PURIM 
D. We have a responsibility 

to G-d 
BELIEVERS 

                                                               Esther 4 
14 "For if you remain silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
another place and you and your father's house 
will perish. And who knows whether you have 
not attained royalty for such a time as this?” 

                                                               Esther 4 
16 "Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in 
Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day. I and my maidens also 
will fast in the same way.  And thus I will go in to 
the king, which is not according to the law; and 
if I perish, I perish."  

NON-BELIEVERS 

II. LESSONS FROM PURIM 
D. We have a responsibility 

to G-d 

                                                               Esther 9 
2 The Jews assembled in their cities throughout 
all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands 
on those who sought their harm; and no one 
could stand before them, for the dread of them 
had fallen on all the peoples.   5 Thus the Jews 
struck all their enemies with the sword, killing 
and destroying; and they did what they pleased 
to those who hated them. 

                                                               Esther 9 
22 because on those days the Jews rid 
themselves of their enemies, and it was a 
month which was turned for them from sorrow 
into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; 
that they should make them days of feasting 
and rejoicing and sending portions of food to 
one another and gifts to the poor.  
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                                                                 John 8 
24 "Therefore I said to you that you will die in 
your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, 
you will die in your sins."  

                                                                 John 8 
24 "Therefore I said to you that you will die in 
your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, 
you will die in your sins."  

                                                                 John 1 
12 But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, even 
to those who believe in His name,  

                                                                 John 3 
16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  

                                                                 John 3 
16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  

                                                                 John 6 
47 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has 
eternal life.  
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